Biology of female sex hormone action in relation to contraceptive agents and neoplasia.
This article will present an overview of estrogen and progestin action at a cellular level, with emphasis on points that are relevant to neoplasia. In breast, endometrium and ovary, these two classes of hormone are clearly implicated in carcinogenesis, but their involvement with cancers of the liver, cervix and other tissues is more problematic. In the latter situations, I will highlight the major points to be considered if the hormones are involved without wishing to judge whether there actually is a causal involvement.